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BY JACOB MULLIKEN
MESSENGER-INQUIRER

Daviess Fiscal Court is working 
in conjunction with the Kentucky 
Finance and Administration Cabinet 
and the Kentucky Transportation 
Cabinet to fi nd a permanent home 
for an Owensboro-Daviess County 
REAL ID Offi ce.

In the meantime, KYTC has estab-
lished a temporary REAL ID offi ce 
on Second Street for training and 
is roughly a month out from being 
able to service the community, a 
KYTC offi cial said.

Real IDs are a federally mandat-
ed form of identification that meet 
increased security standards for 
state-issued driver’s licenses and 
identification cards. Travelers will 
be required to provide either a Real 
ID or another Transportation Secu-
rity Administration-approved form of 
identifi cation in order to fl y after Oct. 
1or to visit military bases and federal 
facilities that require identifi cation.

County officials will be meeting 
with the fi nance cabinet next week 
to show possible locations for the 
permanent offi ce, said David Smith, 
Daviess County director of legisla-
tive services and ABC coordinator.

“The fi nance cabinet which han-
dles proper ty has contacted the 
county and they are moving aggres-
sively to find space in Owensboro 
to do this in a quick manner,” he 
said. “They have two options, that 
is either expand space that they are 
leasing or lease with a local govern-
ment to go into a new facility. To 
enter into a new lease with a new 
entity would require and RFP and 
could take up to a year.”

Aside from county offi cials, fi nance 
cabinet offi cials will also be meeting 
with current leasees, he said.

“We are going to show a variety of 
buildings,” he said. “Including the 
(Daviess County) courthouse, the 
newly acquired RiverPark EyeCare 
Building as well as the Operations 
Center on (Kentucky) 81.”

BY JACOB MULLIKEN
MESSENGER-INQUIRER

A settlement has been reached in the 
$69 million lawsuit between the original 
owners of Bluegrass BioExtracts and 
Reno, Nevada-based DTEC Ventures.

While no money was awarded to 
original BBE owners Gerald Edds and 
Bruce Peters, the settlement returned 
not only their access to the former BBE 
building at 931 Wing Ave., but gave the 
duo back full use of their equipment as 
they move forward under a new name, 
Precision Biotech LLC, said Edds.

“Basically, DTEC defaulted,” he said. 
“We sold Bluegrass BioExtracts on an 
installment plan with no cash up front. 
That first installment was due in Jan-

uary and was never paid. There was 
never any money, it was all Monopoly 
money. We simply exercised our right 
to repossess the equipment in case of 
default. The lawsuit against them was 
solely based on getting the equipment 
back. We only get the equipment, no 
money changed hands.”

Edds and Peters filed suit against 
DTEC Ventures’ managing members 
Leonard Chartraw, Christopher Martin, 
Todd Owen and Edward Vrab on Jan. 
21 in Jefferson County Business Court. 
Edds and Peters were represented by 
Louisville-based law firm Bingham 
Greenebaum Doll LLP.

BY RENEE BEASLEY JONES
MESSENGER-INQUIRER

A few months ago, tattoo and 
body-piercing studios started operating 
under new state regulatory guidelines.

Officials with the Kentucky Depart-
ment for Public Health said the revi-
sions addressed industry changes that 
have taken place during the past 15 
years.

To begin with, every registered tattoo 
artist must complete blood-borne patho-
gen training.

Studios that use all disposable prod-
ucts are exempted from clean room and 
autoclave requirements. An autoclave is 
a machine used to sterilize equipment.

The new regulations require a nota-

rized statement of parental consent for 
minors at least 16 years of age seek-
ing tattoos without a parent or legal 
guardian present. In addition, minors 
requesting ear piercings now must have 
a notarized statement.

Body piercing shops can’t perform 
ear piercings on anyone under the age 
of 16 unless the studio has an ear-pierc-
ing permit and license. Even then, the 
shop must use an ear-piercing gun, not 
a needle.

The rules changed for jewelry insert-
ed during a new body piercing. Only 
internally threaded or threadless jewel-
ry meets the new requirement.

BY JAMES MAYSE
MESSENGER-INQUIRER

Marshall County Schools 
Superintendent Trent Lovett 
was walking to his offi ce, not 
far from Marshall County 
High School, when a 15-year-
old student started shooting 
in the high school commons 
area shortly before 8 a.m. on 
Jan. 23, 2018.

Lovett used a gravel access 
road to reach the school with-
in minutes of the incident. 
He told an audience Friday 
at Owensboro Communi-
ty & Technical College that 
students were fleeing in all 
directions as he arrived and 
rushed into the building. In 
the commons area, Lovett 
found staf f members trying 
to provide whatever aid they 
could to three wounded stu-
dents.

Lovett gave a public pre-
sentation Friday at OCTC to 
discuss how the school dis-
trict dealt with shooting and 
the aftermath, and what steps 
were taken to make students 
and staf f feel secure when 
returning to school. Lovett’s 
presentation was par t of a 
discussion on crisis manage-
ment.

Lovett recalled looking at 
an injured student and think-
ing, “He’s not going to make 
it,” he told the audience in 
OCTC’s Blandford Hall. The 
student, Preston Cope, died 
later while being flown to 
Vanderbilt Hospital in Nash-
ville.

“You always think it’s some-
thing that’s going to happen 
somewhere else,” Lovett said.

Gabriel Ross Parker shot 
and killed Preston Cope and 
Bailey Holt, who were both 
15, and wounded 18 others 
before he fled, dropped the 
gun and went to a weight 
room where other students 
were taking refuge. Parker 
was located by police offi cers 
a short time later and surren-
dered without incident.

Parker’s trial is scheduled 
to begin in June. When asked 
if there were any warning 
signs about Parker’s behav-
ior, Lovett said Parker was in 
the band and was not consid-
ered a problem by teachers.

“There wasn’t a teacher 
that believed it,” Lovett said.

Parker had done his home-
work the evening before and 
later told investigators he had 

never been bullied at school.
“He was not on anyone’s 

radar at all,” Lovett said.
The school ’s  commons 

area is a regular gathering 
place, and Lovett estimated 
there were from 600 to 800 
students there when Parker 
entered the building with a 
handgun he had snuck out 

of his parents’ bedroom the 
night before.

When Parker opened fire, 
Lovett’s daughter was stand-
ing a couple of people away 
from one of the students hit. 
What saved many students, 
Lovett said, was that Parker 
wasn’t familiar with the hand-
gun and fumbled tr ying to 

change the clip.
“Our shooter didn’t know 

what he was doing,” Lovett 
said.

When Parker began strug-
gling to change clips, the stu-
dents ran and Parker left the 
area, Lovett said.
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Marshall County Public Schools superintendent Trent Lovett recalls the diffi  cult time he had to 
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With Parker, who was not then iden-
tified as the shooter, at large, Lovett 
grabbed a baseball bat from a bag in 
the commons and went searching 
down a hallway. He found several stu-
dents hiding in rooms and got them to 
an exit where a teacher was herding 
students into the tech center. Back in 
the commons, the area was littered 
with dropped backpacks and ring-
ing and buzzing cellphones. Lovett, 
who was a friend of Cope’s family, 
answered Cope’s phone and talked to 
his father.

“I said, ‘It’s not good,’ ” and told 
Cope’s father help was coming. Cope’s 
parents made it to campus after the 
shooting and got to see their son brief-
ly, and for the last time, before he was 
airlifted away.

Holt had been trying to avoid step-
ping on people who were on the 
ground when she was shot twice in the 
back. Holt died at the scene.

When responders began arriving, 
they secured the commons area and 
began a search. That was a part of the 
response Lovett said he disapproved 
of because students who took shelter 
and didn’t see the incident were then 
escorted out through the blood-splat-
tered commons area.

“That weighs heavy on me because 
they were exposed to things they 
shouldn’t have been,” Lovett said.

There was considerable chaos. Stu-
dents had run down streets to nearby 
businesses. Some of the wounded took 
shelter in a dentist’s office, and one 
student fled on foot for a mile before 

stopping at a grocery store. One 
wounded student was driven to a hos-
pital by another student and a teacher.

Once responders took over, they 
weren’t communicating regularly with 
Lovett, he said. That created problems 
when a parent stopped Lovett and 
asked where his wounded son was and 
Lovett didn’t know.

Lovett said responders have to keep 
information flowing to school officials 
because the schools are the ones 
talking to worried parents.

To keep parents away from the 
high school, busses were dispatched 
to take the students and teachers to 
North Marshall Middle School, which 
was set up at the reunification cen-
ter. Most students were reunited with 
their parents in two hours or so. But 
law enforcement had not communicat-
ed with Holt’s parents and they went 
to the middle school looking for her, 
Lovett said.

It was arranged for Holt’s parents to 
come to a nearby fire station. “When 
they came through the door … I didn’t 
have to say a word, because they 
immediately knew,” Lovett said. “They 
hit the floor, and we consoled them.”

All county schools were closed the 
next day. The high school was “a crime 
scene” and couldn’t be re-entered until 
it was released by law enforcement, 
Lovett said.

Officials at Heath High School in 
Paducah and at Columbine High 
School, which had both experienced 
shootings, were consulted. Heath offi-
cials said they went back to school the 
day after the shooting, “and that was 
too soon,” while Columbine officials 
said they were closed for a week “and 
that was too long,” Lovett said.

All other Marshall County schools 

reopened on Jan. 25 and the high 
school was released from being a 
crime scene the night of the 24th. An 
outside crew was brought in to clean in 
the commons area.

The school reopened on the 26th, 
but the day began with a commemo-
ration in the auditorium. Parents were 
allowed to stay as long as they liked, 
and students could go home when 
they were ready. Classes officially 
restarted the following Monday.

Lovett said the school made a num-
ber of changes to make students feel 
secure in the days after the shooting, 
such as searching backpacks and 
using metal detector wands. Securi-
ty was added and counselors were 
brought in, Lovett said. In fact, the 
school had to turn people away who 
wanted to help counsel students, he 
said.

The district has gone from one 
school resource officer for the entire 
district at the time of the shooting to 
seven this school year. “That, and the 
mental health counselors, are the best 
things we’ve added,” Lovett said, and 
called it “money well-spent.”

Other changes were also perma-
nent. The high school and middle 
school have metal detectors, back-
packs are prohibited at the middle and 
high schools, and only clear bags are 
permitted for elementary students.

“We received help from all areas,” 
Lovett said. “... The people who 
reached out to us and the help they 
provided, I certainly, certainly hope I 
never have to repay them in the same 
circumstances.”

James Mayse, 270-691-7303,  

jmayse@messenger-inquirer.com,  

Twitter: @JamesMayse
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The plan, under former 
Gov. Matt Bevin, was to use 
the cabinet’s 12 regional 
offices in Paducah, Mad-
isonville, Bowling Green, 
Elizabethtown, Louisville, 
Lexington, Florence, Som-
erset, Manchester, Jackson, 
Prestonsburg and More-
head as the initial rollout 
locations.

Ci t izens  o f  Owens-
boro-Daviess County, along 
with those in Caldwell, 
Christian, Hancock, Hen-
derson, Hopkins, McLean, 
Muhlenberg, Ohio, Union 
and Webster counties, 
were expected to utilize the 

KYTC District 2 office in 
Madisonville. The strategy 
under Gov. Andy Beshear 
is to double that number, 
Smith said.

“The Beshear adminis-
tration, along with (Trans-
portation) Secretary Gray, 
has been aggressive in not 
only opening the originally 
proposed 12 proposed by 
Bevin, but double that num-
ber,” he said. “That under-
taking is quite a challenge. 
An issue they face, even 
with a permanent location, 
is that it may not be fully 
staffed, given that they are 
operating under a budget 
from two years ago that 
didn’t address staffing. They 
have some issues that won’t 
be addressed until the next 
budget in July. The impres-

sion I get from the state is 
that this is a high priority 
and they are investing the 
time it takes to get them 
done.”

The establishment of the 
temporary of fice, on the 
second floor of the McAtee 
Building on Second Street, 
is an attempt on the part of 
the transportation cabinet to 
streamline the rollout prior 
to the Oct. 1 federal dead-
line, said Naitore Djigben-
ou, KYTC executive direc-
tor, office of public affairs.

“It has always been in our 
plan to open an Owensboro 
office,” she said. “We had 
one slated as part of our 
phase two — those offices 
we anticipated we would 
open after the October date. 
What is in place now is a 

satellite office. That satellite 
office is right now a place 
where we are testing the 
ability to issue. At this point, 
we are not encouraging peo-
ple to come and get those 
on Tuesday and Thursday 
because it is testing. We will 
announce once that satel-
lite office is in a position to 
bring more folks in.”

The cabinet expects to 
announce the Owensboro 
satellite opening within the 
next month, Djigbenou said.

“It would be helpful if a 
lot of traffic was not driven 
to that office yet,” she said. 
“Right now, they are just 
doing training with new 
staff and we aren’t at that 
point yet. It is a soft open-
ing for now, but we will be 
putting out a call in the next 

month or so. We announced 
we had the Madisonville 
office because of its central 
positioning. So, it is a driv-
able distance. We know that 
Owensboro has an airport 
and a high population, so it 
was only a matter of timing.”

When the of fice does 
open, as is the case in other 
REAL ID of fices around 
the state, they will only be 
accepting debit and cred-
it card payments. Initially, 
the temporary office will 
also only serve the people 
of Daviess County and then 
open up regionally with the 
permanent office eventually 
serving as a regional hub, 
she said.

“We won’t be restrictive 

once we are ready to say 
we are serving a region, it 
doesn’t matter what county 
you live in, you can come 
to that office, like we are 
currently doing in Frank-
fort,” she said. “We just 
want these to be available 
as soon as possible. If peo-
ple want to avoid that initial 
rush, their passports or mil-
itary IDs will work as a real 
ID. We have also had a lot 
of people from around the 
state come to our Frankfort 
office where we are more 
than ready to accommo-
date.”

Jacob Mulliken, 270-228-

2837, jmulliken@messenger-

inquirer.com

SEARCH
FROM PAGE A1

The suit claimed that DTEC, 
after taking ownership of BBE, 
“unequivocally failed to honor 
their obligations under the Pur-
chase Agreement and the Royalty 
Agreement,” according to the suit. 
Now, DTEC, as well as Bluegrass 
BioExtracts, are a thing of the 
past, Edds said.

“We are going forward with the 
new company to try and correct 
the damage that has been done,” 
he said. “Bluegrass (BioExtracts) 
is out of the building, the town 
and the state. We are done, thank 
God, with DTEC. DTEC and BBE 
are no longer a part of us and we 
are no longer part of them. The 
contract that they “bought” us in, 
they agreed to accept all liabilities 
and debts of BBE and they have 
taken that totally on and that went 
with them. We were out of the pic-
ture as far as that goes.”

Everything else related to BBE, 
aside from the hemp biomass and 
the equipment in the building, 

remains with BBE and DTEC, 
Edds said.

“Because of the order, the only 
thing we get is the equipment, 
we get no money,” he said. “They 
have assumed all liability. For any 
grower that had contacts with 
BBE, those contracts stay with 
BBE. For those growers that want 
to deal with the new company, 
there will have to be new agree-
ments. Our goal is to work with 
the growers with new agreements 
to make them happier.”

In December 2019 and leading 
into 2020, hemp farmers that had 
originally signed with BBE under 
EDDS and Peters began to cry 
foul as DTEC run BBE, under 
Managing Director Nathan Yates, 
started to divvy out alleged false 
heavy metal reports as a way to 
not honor contracts, forcing many 
to leave their crop at the former 
BBE building. There are roughly 
100,000 pounds of biomass stored 
in the building and now that 
EDDS and Peters have regained 
control, those farmers are able 
to either enter into new contracts 
with the new company or pick 
their material up, Edds said.

“The growers own their mate-
rial,” he said. “It is only being 
stored here. If the farmers wish 
to have someone else process it, 
all they have to do is call. They 
have most of our cell numbers. 
We will help them load it and get it 
out. They could get it today if they 
wanted. If they want to talk to us 
about a new agreement, we will 
do that. Due to the surplus, we 
are getting calls daily from peo-
ple looking for something to do 
with their crop. If all of the farm-
ers took out the material that is 
here now, it wouldn’t take us a day 
to replace it because there is so 
much out there.”

For those farmers that choose 
to once again throw their hats in 
the ring with Edds and Peters, the 
new contracts won’t be as lucra-
tive as the $4 per cannabidiol point 
per pound that many originally 
signed, given the overabundance 
of hemp grown in 2019, Edds said.

“In June or July of 2019, farmers 
were getting paid slightly more 
than $4,” he said. “Now farmers 
are getting around 74 cents a 
point according to PanXchange. 
There is a huge surplus of hemp 

and because it is an agricultural 
commodity it does what any other 
would do. If there is a vast over-
supply, prices will go down. The 
prices are at levels no one could 
have predicted. Personally I think 
that will change but it will never 
go to $45 a pound again. What 
the farmers have to look at is if 
the current market is even worth 
growing. It is a crazy market and 
everyone has been hurt by it for 
sure.”

The new company’s busi-
ness model will focus on gen-
erating THCl-free distillate and 
broad-spectrum oil, which they 
will begin working on after 
receiving new Environmental 
Protection Agency permits and 
finishing building out the build-
ing, he said.

“Our whole approach is to use 
science and technology to get 
the THC out,” he said. “We have 
made product on the experimen-
tal basis and we feel that there is a 
good market for that, it will be our 
business model going forward. It 
can take 60 to 90 days to get our 
EPA permits and, because Gen-
Canna blew up their lab, the state 

has changed its building codes. 
There is a lot of work to be done 
in regards to the plant, storage, 
etc; that will be required.”

Now that the fear of DTEC hav-
ing removed material and equip-
ment is gone, Edds is looking for-
ward to making his new venture 
successful, he said.

“There is a misconception 
that we got money,” he said. 
“But there has been no money 
changing hands, not one dollar 
changed hands. The only result 
of us winning that litigation is 
that we got the equipment back. 
If there is one thing I want them 
to know is that that is the abso-
lute truth. For the most part, the 
growers that we have been with 
have been understanding and 
they are anxious to work with us. 
There are groups of naysayers 
that are unhappy and we will do 
what we can to mend that. We are 
a new company with new owners 
and buyers and we will work with 
new agreements. We are starting 
over.”

Jacob Mulliken, 270-228-2837, 

jmulliken@messenger-inquirer.com
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In addition to new regu-
lations, state officials raised 
annual registration fees 
for artists and studios. For 
example, the fee for a tat-
tooing permit alone jumped 
from $100 to $400.

Daviess County has eight 
shops that offer tattooing, 
five that per form body 
piercings, eight that do 
microblading or permanent 
eye makeup and two that 
offer ear piercings, accord-
ing to Green River District 

Health Department records.
Ohio County has three 

shops: One offers tattoos, 
one performs microblading 
and one does ear piercings.

No shops operate in Han-
cock and McLean counties.

GRDHD inspects tattoo/
body piercing shops, along 
with permanent makeup 
and ear piercing locations, 
twice a year, said Ryan 
Christian, environmental 
health program manager.

Tattooing and body pierc-
ings are very popular.

“That’s why we want to 
make sure they are follow-
ing procedures and operat-
ing safely,” Christian said.

Unlike restaurant inspec-
tions, tattoo shops do not 
receive A, B or C placards 
that must be publicly dis-
played. However, they 
receive a copy of their 
inspection reports, which 
patrons can request.

When selecting an artist, 
Christian said clients may 
want to ask if artists are up 
to date on their blood-borne 
pathogen training and 
whether they use all dispos-
able products or still use an 
autoclave and clean room. 
If they use an autoclave, ask 
if the shop is up to date on 
its spores test in the clean 
room.

“They all do a good job,” 
Christian said of local tat-
too studios. “I would feel 
comfortable going to any of 
them ... .”

Danny Sexton, the owner 
of Asylum Tattoo and Art 
Gallery, gave a thumbs-up 
to most of the state’s revi-
sions, but he doesn’t like 
the new rule regarding 
threadless or internally 
threaded jewelry for new 
body piercings.

“It has caused some 
issues, and we have been 
changing them out for peo-
ple,” Sexton said.

The threadless or inter-
nally threaded pieces have 

short bars and the jewelry 
is too small, which allows it 
to get sucked in under the 
skin.

Having said that, Sexton 
agrees with the new require-
ment for blood-borne patho-
gen training. Sexton com-
pleted the training years ago 
when he first became an art-
ist because he sometimes 
works at events in other 
states that require it.

For years, he has used 
disposable products only.

Also, Sexton was under-
standing of the state’s 
higher fees for artists and 
studios. It may keep fly-by-
night operators from start-

ing shops on a whim, he 
said.

In the future, Sexton 
hopes state officials focus 
more attention on finding 
and stopping unregistered 
providers who operate out 
of homes.

GRDHD officials mailed a 
letter about new regulations 
to all tattoo and piercing 
studios in its service area 
last year. The state’s updat-
ed regulations can be found 
on the district’s website at 
www.healthdepartment.org.

Renee Beasley Jones, 270-
228-2835, rbeasleyjones@
messenger-inquirer.com
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BY MATTHEW LEE                               

AND KATHY GANNON

ASSOCIATED PRESS

MUNICH — The United 
States and the Taliban have 
agreed to a temporary truce that, 
if successful, would open the way 
for a deal that would bring Amer-
ican troops home from Afghani-
stan and end 18 years of war.

The peace deal would call for 
negotiations between Afghans 
on both sides of the conflict to 
star t next month, an eventual 
countr ywide cease-fire and a 
commitment from the Taliban 
not to harbor terrorist groups 
like al Qaida, while setting a 
timetable for the withdrawal of 
U.S. troops.

The truce marks a milestone 
in efforts to end America’s lon-
gest-running conflict and fulfill 
President Donald Trump’s cam-
paign pledge to bring U.S. troops 
home from foreign conflicts. But 
prospects for a real and lasting 
peace remain unclear.

Details were provided sep-
arately Friday by a senior U.S. 

official and a Taliban official, who 
were not authorized to publicly 
discuss the matter and spoke on 
the condition of anonymity.

The U.S. of ficial said the 
agreement for a seven-day 
“reduction in violence” is “very 
specific” and covers the entire 
country, including Afghan gov-
ernment forces. There were indi-

cations a formal announcement 
could come as early as the week-
end.

The of ficial said the Taliban 
had committed to a halt in road-
side and suicide bombings as 
well as rocket attacks. If the Tal-
iban uphold their commitments, 
a U.S.-Taliban peace agreement 
would be signed within 10 days.

U.S., Taliban agree to truce, way forward in Afghanistan
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