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April 9, 2020 

Guidance for Kentucky Pet Groomers, 

The Kentucky Department for Public Health (KDPH) is responding actively to the COVID-19 situation. Kentuckians are encouraged to 
practice six feet of social distancing in order to reduce the spread of COVID. 

On March 17, 2020 Governor Beshear issued an executive order that all public-facing businesses that encourage public 
congregation or that by the nature of their service to the public cannot comply with the CDC guidelines concerning social distancing  
to cease operations. These businesses must include: entertainment and recreational facilities, community and recreation centers, 
gyms and exercise facilities, hair salons, nail salons, spas, concert venues, theaters, and sporting event facilities, etc. The executive 
order can be reviewed here. On March 22, 2020 Governor Beshear issued an executive order that all in-person retail businesses 
that are not life-sustaining will close effective Monday, March 23, at 8 p.m. Executive order 2020-246 can be reviewed here. During 
the press conference on March 23, 2020 Governor Beshear list animal groomers as a non-esstienal business. The press conference 
can be viewed here.  
 
This include mobile pet groomers as well as stationary locations. This does not mean grooming is not an important part of an 
animals’ health. The order means that for a temporary period of time, grooming is not a life-saving necessity. There are exceptions 
as follows: 
 

1. Medically necessary grooming, the animals health is in immediate danger of being compromised, is allowed 

2. Boarding facilities can groom prior to pick up by the owner (Boarding is defined as the animal stays at least one 
overnight.) 

A temporary halt to drop off and mobile grooming, will decrease the number of people that are potentially exposed to COVID-19. 
Fewer people exposed means a quicker end to the pandemic and the sooner everyone can get back to their professions and their 
lives. 
 
If you have any questions, you can direct them to the Kentucky State Public Health Veterinarian at 502-564-3418. The CDC provides 
additional information for If You Have Animals. Learn more about Team Kentucky’s response to COVID-19 at kycovid19.ky.gov. 
 
Warm regards, 
 
 
Kelly H. Giesbrecht, DVM, MPH 
State Public Health Veterinarian 
Kelly.giesbrecht@ky.gov 


